
A Photographer’s Dilemma on Safari 

There’s nothing quite like climbing into an open safari vehicle, camera in hand, with the 
promise of wild sightings ahead. The excitement. The dust. The anticipation. But for those of 
us with photography in mind, there’s always one question that sneaks in before the engine 
even starts: Where should I sit? 

It might sound like a small thing, but the seat you choose can shape the entire experience - 
especially when you're chasing that perfect shot. Should you sit at the back, perched up high 
with a wide view of the bush? Or take the front seat, close to the action and eye-level with 
the wildlife? 

Let’s start with the back row. It’s the photographer’s perch, literally. That height gives you a 
broader view of the landscape, which is brilliant for environmental shots and scanning for 
movement in the distance. You can frame a giraffe against the setting sun or capture the 
sweep of elephants making their way across a dusty riverbed. You’re also above most of the 
dust clouds, which is a bonus when working with long lenses and golden light. 

The back row offers a kind of visual control. Fewer heads in your way, a cleaner background, 
and time to react to a sighting as the vehicle rolls into position. For landscape compositions 
and storytelling frames, it’s a dream spot. 

But then there’s the front. Down low. Right behind the guide. And from a photographer’s 
perspective, it’s surprisingly powerful. 

Sitting lower means you’re closer to eye level with most animals, especially big cats, 
elephants, and antelope. That subtle shift in angle can completely change the emotion of a 
photo. When a lion stares down your lens from the same level, there’s a connection that pulls 
the viewer in. You’re not just observing; you’re in the moment with the animal. These are the 
shots that create empathy and intimacy, details like the curl of a trunk or the alert flick of a 
cheetah’s ear feel more alive from down low. 

Of course, every seat has trade-offs. In the front, you’re more likely to have a tracker or 
guide’s shoulder in your frame. You’re closer to the dust, and it can be harder to swing 
around quickly if something appears behind you. The back might give you the big picture, but 
sometimes you lose that raw, close-up energy that makes an image feel personal. 

A lot depends on what you’re shooting. For wide angles and dramatic scenery, height helps. 
But if you’re chasing emotion, connection, or behaviour, a lower angle might tell the story 
better. And then there’s the vehicle design itself, some OSVs are built so well that every row 
feels like the best seat in the house. 

If you’re lucky enough to be on a photographic safari, you can usually rotate between seats 
over a few drives and figure out what works best for your style. But even on a regular game 
drive, it’s worth thinking about how your position might affect your photos. 

For me, some of my favourite images were taken high up, with a full view of the bush 
stretching out around the animal. But some of the most powerful ones, the ones that make 



people stop and really feel something, came from down low, when I was eye to eye with a 
lioness or following the twitch of a leopard’s tail through the grass. 

So, is front or back better? Honestly, it’s not about choosing a side. It’s about understanding 
what each position offers, adapting to the sighting, and staying ready. Because in the bush, 
anything can happen, and sometimes the best shot is the one you didn’t expect, no matter 
where you're sitting. 

 


