The Changing Seasons and the Magic of Nature

Have you ever noticed how nature changes throughout the year? Each season brings
something new—different colors, different sounds, and even different animals. From
migrating birds returning in spring to trees losing their leaves in autumn, nature moves in a
cycle that connects everything. Watching these changes happen can make us feel more in
tune with the world around us and remind us just how incredible nature really is.

One of the most amazing things to witness in nature is migration. Every year, millions of birds
travel huge distances to find food and the best places to live. Take the Barn Swallow, for
example. These little birds fly all the way from Europe to South Africa and back again,
following the seasons. When they return in spring, it’s like nature’s way of announcing that
warmer weather is on its way. Seeing these birds arrive after their long journey makes you
appreciate how tough and determined they are. It also reminds us how important it is to
protect the places they rely on, both here and in the countries they visit along the way.

Another beautiful part of the changing seasons is watching flowers bloom. In spring,
wildflowers start to pop up everywhere, attracting bees and butterflies. These tiny creatures
help spread pollen, which allows more plants to grow. It’s amazing to think that something as
simple as a flower blooming is part of a much bigger system that keeps nature going. Paying
attention to these small details helps us understand how everything is connected and why we
need to take care of the plants and animals around us.

Spring is also a time when many animals have their babies. Soon, you’ll see young birds
learning to fly, baby antelope exploring their surroundings, and all sorts of wildlife starting
their journeys. Watching these little ones grow and figure out their world is special, but it also
reminds us how important it is to keep their environments safe. Just like we need safe homes,
so do they. By protecting nature, we help make sure that future generations of these animals
will have a place to live.

Each season brings big changes, not just for the animals, but for the landscape itself. In
autumn, trees lose their leaves, creating a golden blanket on the ground. In winter, everything
feels quieter as some animals hibernate or rest. Then, when spring arrives, the land bursts
into life with fresh green leaves, colorful flowers, and birds singing everywhere. By summer,
nature is full of energy, with warm air buzzing with insects and wildlife all around. Taking time
to notice these changes can help us feel more connected to nature, and it makes every
season something to look forward to.

I've seen these seasonal changes firsthand on my recent trips to Punda Maria in the Kruger
National Park. In September 2024, when | visited, the landscape was dry, and the game
viewing was good because the animals were gathering around the last remaining water
sources. The birdlife was fantastic too, with migrants starting to arrive, adding excitement to
every sighting. Then, in January 2025, | returned—and what a difference! We experienced so
much rain that the camp had flooded out (that's a story for another day), and suddenly,



everything was lush, green, and full of life.

Where there had once been dry, dusty roads, there were now flowing rivers and pools of
water everywhere. Birdsong filled the air, with waterbirds and frogs joining the chorus. The
animals were more spread out, no longer forced to gather at a few remaining waterholes. The
experience was completely different.

By the time | visited again in February 2025, the landscape had settled into its rainy season
rhythm. The greenery was still there, but the dramatic storms had eased, leaving behind
thriving vegetation and plenty of food for animals. Young birds were everywhere, learning to
fly and forage, and insects buzzed in the humid air. This was a completely different Punda
Maria from the one | had seen just a few months earlier, yet both were equally beautiful in
their own way. These trips reminded me just how much nature changes with the seasons and
how each time you visit a place, you get a brand-new experience.

Noticing these changes in nature doesn’t take any special skill—you just need to pay
attention. It can be as simple as seeing when birds return to your area, watching how trees
change color, or listening to how the sounds of nature shift with each season. These little
things remind us that we are part of something much bigger, a natural rhythm that keeps the
world moving. And the best part? We can all do something to help keep this cycle healthy,
whether it’s protecting habitats, planting native plants, or simply appreciating the beauty
around us.

When you're heading out again, take a moment to really look around. Notice how the land
changes, how animals behave, and how nature moves through its yearly cycle. Every season
brings its own magic, and paying attention to it makes us feel even more connected to the
wild world we love.

Until next time,
Gabby
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