Reflections from a Grateful Wild Heart

As we reach the close of another year, | have been thinking a lot about what 2025 has really
meant for me. Not in the big, dramatic way we sometimes talk about years, but in the small
ways that actually matter. The quiet growth, the people who shape us without even realising
it, and the moments that take root in your heart when you are not paying attention. This year
has been full of those moments for me, and | feel incredibly grateful sitting here now,
reflecting on everything we have shared.

To everyone who has been part of this journey, whether you have listened to the YWP
Podcast, followed along with my Daily Birder stories, supported the Young Wildlife
Photographers community, or simply sent a kind message on a hard day, thank you. Your
support has genuinely carried me. | do not say that lightly. There were moments this year
that stretched me in ways | did not expect, moments that asked me to step up, to grow, to
trust myself and to keep showing up even when things felt busy or overwhelming. And each
time, it was this community that reminded me why | do what | do.

One thing | have learned this year is how deeply we are shaped by the people around us. |
have been lucky to work with so many incredible brands, mentors, guides and friends. These
partnerships have not just given me opportunities, they have helped me grow as a storyteller
and as a young conservationist. | have learned to step into spaces that once felt intimidating.
| have learned to own my voice, even when it shakes a little. And | have learned that when
you surround yourself with people who share your passion and purpose, the work becomes
lighter, richer and more meaningful.

YWP itself has been one of the greatest blessings of my life. Watching young photographers
come alive through their images, seeing their confidence grow, seeing their love for the
natural world deepen, reminded me constantly why community matters. This year we saw
members step out of their comfort zones, enter competitions, start conversations, volunteer
their time and pour themselves into their craft. It has been one of the greatest joys to see
young voices rising, not just in photography, but in conservation. You are the heartbeat of
this whole thing and | am endlessly proud of you.

On a personal level, this year has been a year of growth. Not the flashy kind, but the kind you
only notice when you pause long enough to look back. | have learned more about myself,
about my strengths and limits, about patience, resilience and the courage to try new things. |
have learned that even when things go sideways, there is always something to take forward.
And | have learned that you do not have to be perfect to make an impact. You only have to
be willing, genuine and deeply passionate about what you care about.

This year also brought moments of celebration that | did not expect. Being honoured with
two major awards still feels unreal to me. Those moments were not just about recognition,
they were reminders that the work we are all doing together truly matters. It made me even
more determined to keep growing, keep learning and keep creating spaces for young people
to shine.



| am grateful to every single person who has listened to an episode, read a story, joined a
challenge, collaborated with me, or simply cheered me on from a distance. You have played a
part in my journey in ways you may not even realise. Thank you for giving me a place to grow,
a space to share my love for the wild, and the encouragement to keep dreaming beyond
what | thought was possible.

As we wrap up the year, | hope you find moments of rest, joy and connection with the people
who matter most to you. | hope the festive season gives you space to breathe, to reflect, and
to hold close the things that make you feel alive. Wherever you are spending this time, | hope
it is filled with warmth and gentle moments that stay with you.

Thank you for being part of this year. Thank you for walking this path with me. And thank you
for being the reason | look forward to everything the new year has in store. | cannot wait for
the stories we will tell, the adventures we will share and the growth that is still ahead.

Sending you all so much love as we close the year. Stay safe if you are travelling, enjoy the
festive season if you are celebrating and | cannot wait to bring you more stories and more joy
in the new year.



