Practicing Ethical Etiquette at Sightings — Respecting the wild!

There’s nothing quite like the thrill of spotting wildlife in their natural environment, especially
in a place as rich and captivating as Kruger National Park. When you catch a glimpse of a
pride of lions or a herd of elephants moving through the bush, the experience is truly
unforgettable. But unfortunately, there’s often one person whose impatience or disregard
for park rules can sour an otherwise perfect sighting for everyone else. One story, in
particular, stands out from our time in Kruger and speaks volumes about the importance of
respecting both the animals and our fellow visitors.

It was a quiet January morning in the Satara region along the S100—a spot well-known for its
lion sightings. We’d heard a pride of about 16 lions had been seen on the Mananga Trail the
previous evening, so we were in no rush, just slowly driving along the riverbank, taking in the
peace and hoping to spot the pride. Just as we thought we’d have the road all to ourselves, a
white Isuzu bakkie roared up behind us, kicking up a cloud of dust despite the recent rain,
which had packed the dirt down quite well. The driver was right on our bumper, impatiently
edging us out of his way. We let him pass, only to watch him speed off again, leaving us
scrambling to close our windows to avoid a full dust storm inside the car.

Once the dust settled, we resumed our drive at a leisurely pace—and suddenly, a lion’s head
popped up, a mere 10 meters away. We'd found them! Ironically, right where our hasty
friend had zoomed past in his rush to “see them first,” we got to experience the lions
completely undisturbed. Over the next couple of hours, we watched this extraordinary pride
wake up, stretch, yawn, and begin to move around. A few more vehicles joined quietly, and
together, we all enjoyed a front-row seat as the lions played, stalked nearby zebra, and
engaged in their usual social antics.

Just as the lionesses began a subtle approach towards a herd of wildebeest at the nearby
waterhole, our friend in the white Isuzu reappeared, speeding back up the road. His
passengers noisily jostled for position, eager to get a closer look. The noise unbearable and
most annoying. What came next was almost too ridiculous to believe. The driver climbed out
of his window, balancing on the windowsill in an attempt to get a better view, until he
wobbled and lost his footing, falling out of the car. His scramble to get back inside was loud
enough to disrupt the lionesses, who abandoned their hunt as the zebras and wildebeest
bolted in response to the commotion.

The scene was frustrating, to say the least. Here was a perfect example of why ethical
behaviour in game parks is so important. The reckless, impatient behaviour of one individual
had disrupted a rare and special moment, not only for the animals involved but also for
everyone else who had waited quietly and respectfully.

If you’re someone who loves the bush, remember that these animals are wild—they deserve
our respect, and they rely on our willingness to follow the rules. Racing around, creating dust
clouds, and standing up in windows not only compromises your own safety but also affects
the experience of everyone else. For those who crave the thrill of speed or adventure, there
are plenty of off-road tracks or raceways that cater to that. Game parks are about respecting



nature, enjoying the beauty of animals in their habitat, and sharing those moments with
fellow nature lovers.

In the end, being ethical in the bush isn’t just about following the rules; it’s about showing
respect for wildlife, the park, and the experience of everyone around us. The bush has so
much to offer—if we take the time to appreciate it. So, let’s leave the need for speed, noise,
and excitement at home and embrace the quiet wonder of the wild with respect and
patience.

Lets look at five tips for practicing ethical behaviour at any sighting, ensuring that both you
and others can enjoy the experience without disrupting the natural behaviour of these
incredible animals:

1. Keep Your Distance and Stay Quiet
Stay a respectful distance away from the lions to avoid disturbing them and keep
noise to a minimum. Avoid loud talking, revving engines, and sudden movements.
Animals are sensitive to sound, and even minor noises can disrupt their behaviour,
especially when they’re resting or hunting.

2. Never Block the Road or Other Vehicles
At a sighting, everyone deserves a chance to see. Avoid blocking the road or
obstructing the view of others who may want to watch quietly. Take turns at the front
if possible and allow others space to enjoy the sighting too.

3. Turn Off the Engine
Once you're in a good position, switch off your engine. The quiet helps you fully
appreciate the sounds of the bush and reduces stress for the animals. It’s also more
enjoyable for everyone around, allowing the sighting to feel as natural and
undisturbed as possible.

4. Stay Inside Your Vehicle
At no point should anyone lean out of windows, sit on the door frame, or leave the
vehicle. This is both a safety and an ethical measure, animals are wild and
unpredictable. Remaining in the vehicle shows respect for the animals’ space and
keeps everyone safe.

5. Be Patient and Respectful of the Animals’ Behaviour
Animals, like lions, may spend long periods resting, and it’s important to wait
patiently. Avoid trying to get their attention with sounds or gestures. Let the animals
go about their activities naturally, whether they’re resting, socializing, or preparing to
hunt.

By following these simple tips, you not only make your own experience more enjoyable but
also contribute to a respectful and responsible atmosphere that other visitors will appreciate.
Plus, allowing wildlife to remain undisturbed helps keep their behaviour natural and
untainted by human presence, letting us witness the true rhythms of the wild.



