The Birding Bucket List | Wish Existed

Do you ever wake up on a weekend morning and think, What can we do today? It’s a regular
guestion in our household. Sometimes it’s said with real excitement, sometimes with that
slow, sleepy “I need coffee first” tone. And sometimes, even when the sun’s shining and the
whole day stretches ahead of us, | honestly don’t have an answer.

But | know what | want. Or more accurately, what | wish existed.

| want a document. Not a scientific paper or a travel brochure, not a 700-page book gathering
dust next to the field guides. Just a simple, friendly spreadsheet that lists all the great birding
places across South Africa. All of them - the well-known hotspots and the unexpected gems.
The kind of places you can go for a walk, a wander, a proper birding mission, or a quiet
moment in nature.

It wouldn’t need to be complicated. Just a few columns: the region, the place name, a short
note on what to expect (is it generally safe? Busy or quiet? Does it cost a fortune to get in? Is
there cellphone signal or not?), and a little checkbox so you can tick it off as you go. A sort of
“life list,” but for places, not species.

| know what people will say: “Just use the apps.” And don’t get me wrong, | do. Between my
go to’s - Firefinch, Roberts, eBird, Google Maps, and a few social media groups, | can piece
together a plan. But it takes time, and often it’s a bit overwhelming. You jump between tabs,
get distracted by old sightings, wonder if a place is actually nice to visit or just happens to
have a sewage works that attracts gulls. You don't always get the vibe of a place. And
sometimes, | just want one simple resource that shows me my options clearly - not for the
sake of ticking, but for the sake of wandering.

What sparked this idea recently was a little bird - the red-chested flufftail.

This elusive, usually heard-not-seen species decided to show itself at Alberts Farm in
Johannesburg, and suddenly the birding community was buzzing. Photos, videos, directions -
everyone seemed to know about the little white bridge where it was calling from the reeds.
And it was amazing to see the cute little fella.

But here’s the thing - until a few months ago, I’d never even heard of Alberts Farm. | don’t
live in Joburg, so it just wasn’t on my radar. And it got me wondering... how many other
‘Alberts Farms’ are out there? Little pockets of birdlife, totally overlooked, just waiting to be
discovered.

That’s why | keep coming back to this dream list. A national birding “bucket list” that includes
both the famous reserves and the humble city parks. Places tucked behind suburban roads or
nestled beside highways, places that only the locals know about. Imagine opening a
spreadsheet and seeing 15 options in your area you’ve never even heard of - and better yet,
being able to filter them based on whether you're alone, travelling with friends, needing to
keep it budget-friendly, or just wanting a quiet place to reset.



Of course, a list like this would take time to build. And sure, it would need a bit of updating
now and then - especially when it comes to safety or accessibility. But maybe, just maybe,
something like this already exists.

Maybe there’s someone out there who started something similar once. A spreadsheet tucked
away on their desktop, filled with places they’ve visited and loved. Maybe it’s a scribbled
notebook, a Google Map saved full of pins, or a voice note trail of birding dreams. | have this
feeling that | can’t be the only one who’s ever wanted a kind of “places list” - something
between a personal record and a shared map of South Africa’s birding magic.

Because if you think about it, most birders do keep lists. Sightings, trips, target species. But
what about the places that moved you? The quiet little dam no one else talks about. The
stretch of road where the raptors always perch. That koppie that sings with larks in the early
morning light. These are the places | want to hear about.

So maybe this isn’t a brand-new idea after all. Maybe it’s just one that’s been waiting quietly
in people’s minds, half-formed, or saved for a rainy day. And if you're reading this and
thinking, Actually, | do have a little list like that, then I'd love to see it. Even if it’s messy. Even
if it’s just five places and a few notes in the margins.

| guess this is my soft call to the birding world - especially to those of you who've explored far
and wide. The ones who know where the birds are and where the world feels just a little bit
more alive. If you’ve got a list, or even just a few favourites in your head, share them. Let’s
pool together the places that brought us joy.

Not because we're trying to tick them all off

But because someone, somewhere, is going to wake up tomorrow morning and ask, What
should we do today?

And maybe, thanks to you, they’ll have an answer.



