
Which way would you turn? A Kruger Park Dilemma 

If you’ve ever found yourself at the T-junction near Satara after driving from Orpen in the 
Kruger National Park, you’ve likely faced one of the most exciting yet daunting decisions: do 
you turn left and head north, or turn right and venture south? Both directions offer their own 
unique wildlife experiences, so how do you choose? 

Going North: The Birdwatcher’s Paradise 

Turning left at the Satara junction takes you into the northern part of the park, an area 
renowned for its rich diversity of birdlife. As you head toward the Olifants River or further up 
to Letaba and beyond, the landscape changes, becoming more arid but surprisingly teeming 
with bird species. If you’re a birder, the north is an absolute treat. 

Look out for raptors like the Martial Eagle, Bateleur, and African Fish Eagle soaring high 
above, their sharp eyes scanning for prey. The Mopane woodlands are home to Southern 
Yellow-billed Hornbills and African Grey Hornbills, while the riverbanks attract species such as 
the Goliath Heron, Saddle-billed Stork, and even the elusive Pel’s Fishing Owl if you’re lucky. 
Along the way, you might also encounter flocks of Red-billed Queleas, Green-winged Pytilias, 
or Violet-backed Starlings adding a splash of color to the scene. 

Birders often talk about the vibrant bird activity up north, especially during the summer 
months when migrants return. You can spend hours just listening to the melodic songs of 
Woodland Kingfishers or watching Carmine Bee-eaters swoop for insects. And don't forget to 
keep an eye on the sky for the majestic Secretary Bird, with its distinctive long legs and 
snake-hunting prowess. 

But it’s not just the birds that make the northern route special. This area is less crowded with 
safari vehicles compared to the more popular southern routes, allowing for a quieter, more 
peaceful game-viewing experience. You might come across elephants crossing the road or 
witness a leopard lazing in a marula tree. 

Heading South: The Animal Lover’s Dream 

If you’re more focused on spotting the Big Five or other large mammals, turning right to head 
south from the Satara junction is often the way to go. The southern part of Kruger is known 
for its denser animal populations, and it’s not uncommon to find lions, elephants, rhinos, and 
buffalo within a short distance. 

The open grasslands and mixed woodland savannas south of Satara provide prime habitat for 
grazers like zebras, wildebeests, and giraffes, which in turn attract predators like lions and 
cheetahs. The Satara area itself is often referred to as "cat country," with frequent sightings 
of lions, cheetahs, and leopards. 

Driving south toward Tshokwane or Lower Sabie, you’ll likely encounter large herds of buffalo 
and elephants. Rhino sightings are more frequent in this part of the park too. The southern 
regions tend to have more water sources, which draw animals, especially during the drier 
months when the rivers and dams become magnets for wildlife. 



Even though the south is more focused on large animal sightings, birding here shouldn’t be 
overlooked. The Sabie River area, for example, is excellent for waterbirds like the African 
Jacana, Black Crake, and White-fronted Bee-eater. You might also spot vultures circling high 
above, waiting for the next predator kill. 

So, Which Way Do You Turn? 

In the end, it depends on what you’re hoping to experience during your Kruger trip. If your 
goal is to tick off as many bird species as possible, heading north is the obvious choice. The 
quieter roads, diversity of birdlife, and changing landscapes make it a paradise for 
birdwatchers. If you’re after the classic African safari experience, with the thrill of spotting 
lions on the hunt or elephants roaming in large herds, turning south offers a greater chance 
of seeing more large mammals. 

Of course, the beauty of Kruger is that no matter which way you turn, there’s always 
something incredible waiting just around the next corner. Both directions have their own 
magic—so why not flip a coin, and let chance guide your adventure? After all, you can always 
head the other way next time. For me, it’s got to be both. We try to alternate between the 
two. What do you do? Do you go left, or do you go right? Let’s chat, let me know. 

 

 


