
Carrying the Torch: How Jane Goodall Shaped My Journey 

When I think about what first drew me to nature, it wasn’t only the beauty of birds, though 
their songs and colours were often what caught my eye first. It was something deeper: the 
way every living creature, from a weaver building its nest to a dung beetle rolling its prize 
across the sand, fits perfectly into the bigger picture. And it was Dr. Jane Goodall who taught 
me to look at that picture differently, not as a spectator, but as part of it. 

I was still quite young when I first watched footage of Jane in Gombe Stream National Park, 
surrounded by chimpanzees. She wasn’t just observing them; she was listening. There was no 
barrier of species, only understanding. That quiet, patient presence stayed with me. It shaped 
how I see wildlife, how I photograph it, and how I tell its stories. 

Even now, when I crouch to watch a line of ants on a forest floor or wait for a bird to land just 
right in soft morning light, I think of her. Jane taught me that wonder begins with humility, 
with seeing the world not through ownership but through empathy. 

As I grew older, that lesson began to guide more than just how I looked at animals. It began 
to shape what I wanted to do for them. When I founded Young Wildlife Photographers of 
Southern Africa (YWP), I wasn’t trying to start an organisation; I was trying to start a 
movement of connection. YWP was born out of the belief that stories have the power to 
change hearts, and that young people have the power to change the future. 

In many ways, YWP is built on the foundation Jane laid decades ago, the idea that every 
individual matters, every individual has a role to play, and every individual makes a 
difference. Through YWP, I have watched that idea come to life in countless ways: a young 
member photographing a rescued pangolin for the first time, another capturing a fish eagle 
mid-dive, or a third documenting insects in their school garden. Different stories, one shared 
purpose — to give nature a voice. 

That purpose deepened even further this year when I joined Roots & Shoots South Africa, the 
youth programme founded by Dr. Jane Goodall. It felt like a full-circle moment, stepping into 
a global family that shares the same values that shaped my path from the start. Roots & 
Shoots is about care for people, animals, and the environment. It is about small actions with 
enormous impact: cleaning rivers, rescuing wildlife, restoring habitats, and raising awareness 
through art, words, and imagery. 

Through both YWP and Roots & Shoots, I have seen what happens when compassion 
becomes collaboration. One member might lead a local clean-up; another might campaign to 
protect owls in urban spaces. Together, these seemingly small acts become something 
powerful, a ripple of change that Jane herself would recognise. 

What inspires me most about Jane Goodall isn’t just her scientific legacy but her human one. 
She showed that it is possible to be deeply emotional about nature and still make a profound 
difference in protecting it. She made compassion credible, something I try to bring into my 
own work every day, whether it is writing for The Daily Birder, photographing wildlife in the 
field, or mentoring young photographers to see their subjects with new eyes. 



Her influence extends to how I experience the bush too. When I walk through the savanna 
and hear francolins calling or the rustle of a zebra herd in the grass, I am reminded that 
conservation isn’t about saving isolated species. It is about protecting relationships. The soil, 
the plants, the insects, the birds, the mammals — they are all threads in the same tapestry. 
Jane helped me see those threads, and to realise that every photograph, every article, every 
act of care is a stitch that helps keep it together. 

There is one quote of hers that feels especially true for me: “You cannot get through a single 
day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a difference, and 
you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” 

That choice, of what kind of difference I want to make, has shaped every step of my journey 
so far. It is why I continue to create spaces where youth can learn, act, and share. It is why I 
believe photography can be more than art; it can be advocacy. And it is why, through YWP 
and Roots & Shoots, I hope to keep building a generation that listens to nature as Jane once 
did, with curiosity, courage, and compassion. 

Jane Goodall once said her greatest reason for hope is young people. I like to think she would 
see that hope alive and well here in Southern Africa — in the laughter of kids watching 
elephants at a waterhole, in the patience of a teen waiting for a shy bushbuck to appear, and 
in every young voice rising to speak for the wild. 

Because her legacy isn’t only written in the forests of Gombe; it lives in each of us who 
continue to care. 

 


